DR.   JOHNSON

MR. S. C. ROBERTS has compiled,
the Cambridge University Press
have published, and I have just
read, a small book called The Story of Doctor
Johnson. It is virtually an introduction to
Boswell. It is ostensibly intended for children,
but I think that there are some millions of
white adults who might profitably read it.
For BosweWs Life, though we are all supposed
to have read it, is, as a fact, by many people
taken for granted. They presume themselves
to have read it, just as they presume themselves
to be familiar with the Bible, and if confronted
with a question about Langton or Dr. Taylor
or Topham Beauclerk they are as stuck as if
they were catechised about Amos, Habakkuk,
or the Epistle to the Galatians. And even if
they are conscious, and willing to assert, that
they have never opened Boswell, they are
usually unaware of the value of what they
missed. They think they know Johnson;
but they do not.

Most men who are not illiterate moujiks
have some conception of Dr. Johnson's per-
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